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decisively in the direction of Liberalism. Gladstone,
moreover, had clearly realised that never again could
he by any possibility sit in the same Cabinet, or on the
same side of the House of Commons, as Disraeli.
Hence, in impatient isolation as the chief of an insig-
nificant third party in process of transmigration, he
waited until such time as Derby should be defeated and
Palmerston dead. Meantime he did all that was pos-
sible to a sincere Christian to hasten the day of his
ascent to. supremacy.
But, although the Peelites were but a small com-
pany, in the then state of parties they sufficed to turn
the scale in Parliament decisively against the new
Government. Once more, then, in 1858 as in 1852,
Disraeli—again Chancellor of the Exchequer and
Leader of the House of Commons—had to face the
difficult task of keeping a minority from defeat. In the
circumstances he could do little more than carry a
number of non-controversial measures concerning
which all parties were more or less in accord. For
some fifteen months, then, the Government did useful
donkey-work. It brought to an end the turmoil in India
caused by the Mutiny by passing a Government of
India Bill, transferring all the powers and properties of
the East India Company to the Crown (1858); it ended
the China War by the Treaty of Tientsin (1858); it
utilised the alarm generated by the fulminations of the
French fire-eaters after the Orsini plot to establish the
patriotic force of the Volunteers for the defence of
Britain in case of invasion. With less general consent,
and rather by the aid of the Whigs than by the willing
support of his normal followers, Disraeli secured such
a modification of the Parliamentary oaths as would
admit Jews to either House of the Legislature (1858).
Finally, early in 1859, Disraeli ventured upon the
thorny path of Parliamentary reform. He had long
realised that something would have to be done by
someone. Russell had so stirred the proletarian waters

